
 

 

March 3 BOE Meeting 7pm  

March 8 PTO Meeting 6:30pm  

March 24 Parent Teacher Conferences  5-7pm 

March 25 Parent Teacher Conferences  5-7pm 

March 25 1/2 day 12:46pm Dismissal 
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Strong to the Finish 

 

Believe it or not, we are almost 2/3rds of the way through the year.  Per what has be-
come normal, we are transitioning yet again to four day a week attendance for our in 
person students while continuing to offer the CVL option.  Regardless of your student’s 
learning situation, we need to make sure March is a productive month and students set 
themselves up for success.   
 
Trimester 2 ends on March 11th.  Please make sure your child spends the next 2 weeks 
getting in all missing assignments and taking advantage of any re-take opportunities of-
fered.  Reach out to teachers, guidance counselors, administrators, etc. if you require 
any help academically, technologically, and/or social emotionally.   
 
Parent Conferences will be held virtually on March 24th and March 25th from 5:00-
7:00 P.M.  If your child failed a subject, please take the time to schedule a conference 
with the teacher so that there is a better result Trimester 3.  Information about confer-
ences will be mailed home and shared via email.   
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
  
Daniel J. Sonstrom 

 



 

 

Choral Notes 
 

Kudos to the NE Chorus family who have successfully navigated the technology piece of Flipgrid and 
Smart Music! Through the use of flipgrid students have successfully recorded their mid year assess-
ment which consisted of singing the ascending and descending major scale with correct intonation,   
solfege, and hand signs! Smart music is our access to learning about our American history (linked to a  
social studies unit) through the songs of Hamilton, the Musical. The highlights from this musical in-
clude rap, hip hop, soul, R & B, and pop song styles while teaching students about the American Revo-
lution and America's war for independence. 
 
Mrs. Lomaglio is so impressed with the hard work and perseverance of the NE choral students! 

Notes from the Band Room 
 
March is Music in Our Schools month in the United States!  During March, we usually celebrate with 
city-wide band concerts where younger students get to hear and be inspired by older ones and the older 
students impress and encourage the younger ones.  Since we are not able to celebrate in this way, I 
thought it would be fun to share some of the latest research about the benefits of playing a musical in-
strument.  We have a wonderful program here in Bristol that’s available to all students.  If you were to 
try to match on your own what we offer here as part of every band members experience, you would have 
to spend at least $9,000 per year.  That’s what it would cost for the lessons, rehearsals, and concerts your 
child is offered at no cost as part of the Bristol Public Schools education. 
 
I have always known intuitively that playing an instrument benefits a person in many intangible ways, 
because I was fortunate enough to have a wonderful public school experience as a child. I’ve always 
known that the things we have to do to play our instruments are complex yet rewarding.  Reading music, 
following the conductor, listening to other musicians and playing in tune and in time with them, and all 
that goes into playing an instrument are tasks that challenge our brains, yet can bring tremendous joy 
and satisfaction to us as musicians and to our listeners as well. 
 
It’s been exciting for me to follow the brain research that has been coming out for years about the bene-
fits of playing an instrument.  Here’s just one example: https://www.inc.com/geoffrey-james/want-
smarter-kids-teach-music-not-coding-according-to-mit.html 
 
This month, we celebrate the eight students who have been working hard to prepare for their Northern 
Region Middle School audition.  Each of these young musicians has prepared a very challenging piece 
of music to submit via video for evaluation and critique.   
 
Bravo! Bravo! Bravo! to: 
Madison Foertsch, trumpet, grade 8 
Tyler Holcomb, alto saxophone, grade 7 
Adam Kozikowski, trumpet, grade 7 
Paige Memmott, alto saxophone, grade 7 
Connor Murtaugh, trumpet, grade 7 
Kate Patterson, trumpet, grade 7 
Brendan Tartarelli, trumpet, grade 8 
Alex Szynal, bass clarinet, grade 7 
 

Mrs. Vocke 



 

 

The library is hosting a Follett Online Book Fair that 
will run from March 15-April 2. There are lots of ti-
tles for students to choose from and teachers (and the 
library!) will have wish lists. All books will be deliv-
ered to NEMS and we will distribute them according-
ly. If you are CVL we will drop your books off once 
they arrive. The book fair website can be found 
at: http://bit.ly/NEMSBookfair2021.  
 
Thank you for supporting the library and promoting 
literacy!  

http://bit.ly/NEMSBookfair2021


 

 



 

 


